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Economic Development, Sumptuous
Spending and the Evolution of Handicraft

—— as exemplified with the Ming evidences ——

Kuo-Tung Ch’en

Abstract

Basing on case study of the Ming dynasty, this paper intends to
develop the following argument. When a dynasty was founded, due to
previous warfare, the existent technology was not applied properly. In
consequence, average productivity was low, and living standard could not
be high, either. As time went on, economic order was restored, and
technology was gradually better applied, people had the opportunity to
enjoy surplus and indulge themselves in sumptuous spending. As a result,
luxurious goods were produced in ever-increasing amounts to meet the
demand. In the course of such a development, handicraftsmen and
handicraft were better appreciated then ever. In addition, skill and

technology were also improved.

Key Words: sumptuous spending; sumptuary laws; dynastic cycles;

consumption premium; handicraft.




