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ERE B F AT BHEEE ( market mechanism ), EMEABKEHEE
B, whHLEEREICTFENER. F-ERKARERM
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BERSRTH, EH—-O—BRE—RFETZATERUEADS,
LIT B EETamE | R (658% ), K& NE HEE
BRE] (141%) . BB ] (117% ). [ BFLRBHE | (
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A Study of the Relationship between
Welfare Needs of the Elderly

and the Family Structure in

Taipei Metropolitan Area

Hou-sheng Chan

Abstract

Taiwan society has, since the 1970s, undergone a series of
changes in its economic, social and demographic structure. In the
process of rapid social change, there emerges a problem of growing
need of the elderly for more social, financial, and medical resources,
with the increasing proportion of the old population. This problem has
been compounded with the gradual change in family structure
transferring from a traditional pattern, which functioned as a base for
social security network for its members, into a necular one. It can then
be assumed that there exists a correlative relationship between change
in family structrue and the growing needs of the elderly for more
institutional social welfare provisions.

Upon the above assumption, this study attempts to look into

social welfare needs of the elderly and their relations to family
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structure, by means of an empirical study; namely, Taipei Study of
Gerontology, conducted in 1986—7. The primary focus of this
empirical study was placed upon the emerging welfare needs of the
elderly in a changing metropolitanised society. By adopting the
method of open questions, this research attempts to explore the
felt-need’ of the elderly. The main findings in relation to welfare needs
of the elderly are summarised as foliows:

L. According to the findings from the open questions set in this
interview schdule, the majority of the elderly did not feel that there is
any serious difficuty in their lives, and many of the respondents did
not have a strong feeling of needs for specfic welfare services.

2. With regard to the need of the elderly for social welfare
provisions, it is discovered that the greatest need is for medical
services (health maintenance} (43.5%), followed by economic need
(income maintenace) (17.9%), emotional support (1%), home assi-
tance (24%), and housing need (1%).

3. The majority of the interviewed elderly in this study, ie,
73.8%, are still living with their children, and are satisfied with current
living arrangements. In the meantime, more than 78%of the inter-
viewed elderly are willing to maintain this pattern of living.

4. It is often assumed that with the advance in industrialisation
and urbanisation, more elderly will be inclining to live in welfare
institutions or alone than before. This study, however, does not give
strong support to this assumption. It is discovered that those elderly
who are willing to live in welfare institutions are those with higher
education and professional occupations. Male old pelple with high
education and professional education are more inclined to live on their

own than female ones.




