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Dr. Sun’s Ideas on the Dilemmas of
National integration

Jian-wen Perng
Abstract

‘ In the study of political development and nation-building, there are many
ways in which emerging states will experience the dilemmas of national inte-
gration if they are to succed as democratic states. Especially, in any transi-
tional and heterogeneous society, a lot of marked political conflicts usually
derive from ethnic diversity, linguistic cleavage, regidnal and factious strug-
gles. In other words, these develop-mental phenomena in the third world may
be the major barriers to national integration. To deal with them requires not
only the government’s sincere concern but also its strong will to make a great
effort. Otherwise, instead of nation-building, these dilemmas may result in
nation-destroying.

As for national integration in China from 1911 to 1925, Dr. Sun-yet Sen
emphasized some great ideas such as national assimilation, elite-mass coop-
eration, ideological consensus equal-oriented policy and establishment of
national identity to improve political integration, although he did not have
much success in getting national integration until he died. Thus, the intent of
this paper is to examine Dr. Sun’s ideas of national integration and evaluate

its implications to the third world.
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