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The Community Question Revisited:
The Social Networks of American
Urbanites, Suburbanites, and Ruralites*

Yung-Mei Tsai** and Jeh-Hang Lai***

Using the 1985 social network data collected in the General Social Survey conducted
by the NORC, this paper reexamines the issue of ‘the community question’ formulated
and first tested by Wellman (1979) with his East York network data and later by Tsai and
Sigelman (1982) with sociability items from the General Social Survey data also by the
NORC. The main reason for doing this is because this newly obtained network data on
national representative sample is more appropriate and complete in testing the hypotheses
derived from the issue of ‘the community question’ than those previous studies. the
results of our analysis show some general similar results to those found in the previous
studies using regional or non-network data though some differences were also found. In
general, no conclusive or consistent support for the three different competing interpreta-
tions is found, although some rather interesting results that were not revealed in those
previous studies were found, Some critiques and suggestions concerning the nature of the
network data in the General Social Survey and the community question in general were
made and raised for future efforts.
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