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The Effects of Fertility Adjustment
and International Migration on
the Future Populations in Taiwan

Edward Tu and Kuanjeng Chen

Abstract

Based on the theory of stable population, this paper explores the'possible
effects of fertility adjustment and international ‘migration on the future popu-
lation. Given the parameters of fertility adjustment and international migra-
tion, the renewal process built into the population projection reverals large
population momentum in Taiwan. The population is expected to continue
growing well into the first quarter of the 21st century, even though the fertil-
ity is already under the replacement level. The structure and size of the
future population depends on the efforts of fertility adjustment . Faster recov-
ery from under—feplacement produces larger size but less distorted structﬁre.
The longer the population stays under-replaced, the larger the fluctuation in
size and the distortion in structure are expected. The analysis of interna-
tional migration shows that migration of younger generatidn (aged 20 and
beloW) tends to aggravate the growth (or loss) of population disproportional-
ly. The migration of people aged 50 and over produces only proportional
effect. It is suggested that to lessen the population aging and the socio-
economic problems associated, either the replacement fertility or the emigra-

tion of elderly should be encouraged.

98





