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China’s Population Policy:
A Model of a Constant Stream of Births

Shaomin Li
Abstract

The current population policy of China,one child per family, is facing
considerable challenges brought by the socioeconomic reforms. The biggest
challenge is the greater individual freedom established by the reforms which
provide more social choices and economic alternatives, On the one hand, if
unchecked, China’s population will likely exceed 1.5 billion in the next cen-
tury. On the other hand, a stringent birth control policy such as the policy of
one child per family imposes a great restriction on individual’s fertility
choice. Is it possible to formulate a population policy in such a way that it
can control the population growth within a bolerable limit, while giving more
rein to the couple regarding their fertility preference? This is the question the
author tries to answer in this article. Based on cohort-period fertility analy-
sis, the author proposes a policy of a constant stream of births which ensures
a moderate growth rate and a smooth age structrue, while enabling each

couple to have at least two children .
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