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The Concept of Social Human Rights
Shin-min Chen
Abstract

Social human rights—rights to an adequate standard of living, housing,
employment, life and health insurance, unemployment compensation and a
decent education have been garanteed by most of the constitutions of the
world since the end of World War I. The goal of such rights is to protect
human dignity and to promote humanism.

This concept of social human rights is different from so-called classical,
traditional human rights, Traditional human rights, as provided in such doc-
uments as the Bill of Rights, are designed to protect individual rights against
governmental power and interference. But social human rights are just the
opposite: they depend upon positive action by gover

Because of the difficulty in bring about the realization of social rights, it
has been suggested that it is the job of lawmarker, not job of the constitu-
tion, to create these positive rights for individuals. But social rights are
guaranteed formally by our Constitution, and it should the so interpreted,
that the individual my enjoy these rights directly by way of the provisions of

Constitution itself.
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