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A Model to Analyze
Single Parent Families in Taiwan

Ramsay Leung-hav Shu*

‘... we find that the single most important factor accounting for changes
in family well-being was a fundamental change in family structure: divorce,
death, marriage, birth, or a child leaving home. In other words, changes in
the economic status of families are linked inextricably to changes in the
composition of families themselves . . . Individuals may have more control
over their economic status through decisions about marriage, divorce,
procreation, or sharing households with relatives or friends, than they do
about seeking more work or better-paying jobs.”’ '

Greg J. Duncan (1984:10) -

This paper attempts to consolidate the findings of several research studies on single
parent families in Taiwan (Shu & Lin, 1984; Shu & Chang, 1987; Shu, 1989). Our first
study (Shu & Lin, 1984) utilized the government’s labor force survey data to extrapolate
some descriptive statistical results. In terms of our classification, we found that 8% of
the families in Taiwan could be identified as single-parent families and that, strangely
enough, their economic conditions (relative to the general population) did not appear
as bad as their COunterpart;é in the United States. We found that this was mainly because
many single-parent families in Taiwan have multiple income earners and that the adult
children contribute their incomes to the family pool, thereby upgrading the family’s
overall conditions. We speculated then that filial piety is the key to understand this
phenomenon. Since secondary analysis of existing data had its limitations, we proceeded
to interview in-depth some 40 single parents in the Taipei area. We (Shu & Chang, 1987)
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