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The Political Institution Reforms in
Sung Dynasty: 1100 ~1125A.D.

Fu-hwa Chang
Abstract

In 1100, Huizong succeeded as the 8th Emperor of North Sung Dynasty.
As the son of Shenzong, Huizong had a strong motive to complete and
restore the Yuan-Fon Institutions, which initiated by his father and changed
by some subjects.

In order to get more power, Cai King, a ambitious politican, eagerly
supported the Emperpor’s idea. In 1102, Cai was promoted as prime mini-
ster. In the following years, Cai and his followers had introduced a set of
institutions which can be classified into four categories: restoration, comple-
tion, derivation of the Yuan-Fon Institutions and the innovation. Ironically,
most of these institutions are innovation. In fact, the big winner was Cai
himself, as the chief designer of institutions, he strengthened his power and
monopolized it for a few years. Besides, the eunuchs became more powerful
than before. Though some bureaucrats benefited by these reforms, the cost
was high. The institution reforms had led to political corruption to some
extent.
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