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On the Characteristics of St. Thomas Aquinas’s Ethical
Thinking : With Reference to the Inter-relationships

between the Good and the Right

Tien-ho Lin
Abstract

This study proposes, within the framework of contemporary ethical
research on the concepts of the good and the right, to analyse the relevant
treatises in St. Thomas Aquinas’s Summa Theologica. From such an
analysis it will be seen that if we raise man above the level of limited
and finite existence, and instead uphold the Vision of God as man’s final
end, a consciously apprehended end towards which man moves, then we
can accept the contentions and viewpoints of the traditional Thomists,
which credit Aquinas’s ethical theory as a Teleological one. However,
such a premise presupposes that these two concepts, the good and the
right , should be always concordant and compatible with each other;
there should be no oppositions, no contradictions, and even no conflicts
relating to the issue of priority between them. On the other hand, if we
simply approach moral conduct itself, which in terms of Aquinas can be
measured either from an immediate perspective by the human reason,
or from an immanent perspective, by the eternal law of God, then we
find that Aquinas’s ethical thinking is undoubtedly heavily tainted with
Deontology.





