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Migration Transition and Educational
‘Differentials in Taiwan, 1981-85 *

Chaonan Chen** Alden Speare, Jr.=**

This paper tests the mobility transition theory using data from the October round
of the monthkly labor force surveys conducted in Taiwan in 1981-1985. The results suggest
that migration in Taiwan in the first half of 1980’s was basically in accord with what had
been hypothesized by the theory for an industrialized society in terms of volume, direction
and motivation of migration. When age and labor force status were controlled, the mobility
transitional hypotheses were mostly supported by our data. Exceptions could be explained
by greater rural industrialization and greater daily commuting than had been common in
Western societies at a comparable stage of development.
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The objective of this paper is to examine the applicability of the
mobility transition hypothesis in contemporary Taiwan. Two specific
aspects of this theory will be tested. The first relates to the predictions

of transition theory with respect to migration volume and direction.

* Paper, originally entitled “Migration Differentials in Educational Attainment — The
Case of Taiwan”, was presented at the Annual Meeting of the Population Associa-
tion of American in New Orleans, Aprial 21-23, 1988.
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