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Partisan Preferences and Voting Behavior
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Abstract

This paper attempts to explore electorate’s images and preferences
toward two major parties in Taiwan, which are examined and related to
partisan vote-choice.

Based on analyzing an island-wide survey data set, Voters’ party
images and partisan preferences are found consistent with the hostility
hypothesis that one who likes the KMT most tends to strongly dislike
the DPP, and vice versa. Electorate’s party images and preferences
are shown to be better predictors than personal and socio-demographic
attributes in explaining voters’ partisan vote-choice. Compared to parti-
san attitudes and/or party images, party membership as an indicator of
partisanship is a relatively awkward predictor for partisan vote-choice.

This paper concludes that in Taiwan voter’s psychological attach-
ment to a party as measured in terms of party images and preferences is
able to effectively explain voter’s partisan vote-choice. However, it needs
more empirical studies to confirm as well as an adequate measurement
to be developed to tap voter’s party identification. The author believes
that those findings and discussions addressed in this paper would serve
a useful guide for further research on party identification and voting
behavior.





