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The State and the Military: A Framework for
Analyzing Civil-Military Relations in Taiwan

(1950-1987)

Hsiao-shih Cheng

Abstract

Why has the Republic of China on Taiwan been free from coup
d’etats, while most developing countries were suffering from this political
disease during the same period of time? What is the nature of contro-
versies concerning civil-military relations in Taiwan since the lifting of
martial law in 19877 And, what will be changed in civil-military rela-
tions, as Taiwan is moving from an authoritarian system to a democracy?
Since the state of research on civil-military relations in Taiwan is still
developing, this article suggests a preliminary conceptual framework for
analyzing these questions. The author argues that Taiwan (1950-1987)
was a “Leninist-styled party-state,” and its civil-military institutions
were organized on the basis of the “civil-military integration model,”
which is different from the “civil-military separation model” adopted
by a democracy. Therefore, as Taiwan is moving from an authoritar-
ian political system to a democracy, it has to establish a civil-military

institution based on “the separation model.”





