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Party Realignment in a Democratic Transition:
A Study of Changes in Democratic Values,
Party Preferences and Vote-Choices

among Taiwanese Voters

Huoyan Shyu

Abstract

This paper argues that Taiwan’s democratic transition by lifting
martial law is hardly explained by looking only at its preconditions
of socio-economic changes at the macro level without exploring those
changes in individual attitudes, values and behaviors of the mass at the
micro level. Electoral changes in popular vote-share of political par-
ties in the 1980s is identified as a secular trend of party realignment, a
synchronized mass political change as Taiwan was taking off economi-
cally. A upward trend of growing democratic values as well as changes
in partisan preference toward the opposition, the DPP, is analyzed to
signify the party alignment found in the 1980s. Voters’ democratic val-
ues are thus found highly correlated with their partisan preferences, and
both are contributing to predict partisan vote-choices in the elections.
It is found that Taiwan’s secular party realignment trend occurred in
the 1980s is neither of the so-called “dealignment-realignment” process
nor of a “switching of party identification” phenomenon. It is simply a

trend of electoral change in that a significant portion of non-partisan vot-
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ers has become more partisan, which is a result of increasing intensified
party competition and electoral mobilization in the period of Taiwan’s
democratic transition. These changes in individual democratic values,
party preferences and partisan vote-choices are asserted to have been

associated and interacting with Taiwan’s democratic transition.





