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The Beveridge Report and the Development
of British Social Security

Tom Yee-Huei Chin*

The study of this paper is based on the three ideal types of social security provisions
which are entitled as social assistance, social insurance and universal allowance. This
new classication not only strongly clarifies the coverage of social security but is a useful
instrument to analyze the contents of the Beveridge Report and the development of British
provisions. Both in theory and in practice, each provision has its own financial methods and
benefit qualifications, so each provision unavoidedly has its own function and limitation.
The central issue of social security policy is to maximize the merits and to minimize their
side effects. This study demonstrates that the case of Britain is not exceptional.
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1. Introduction
Britain is one of the oldest welfare states in the world, so its affluent expe-
riences in both theoretical approach and practical administration, for example

the Beveridge Plan and later reforms, may deepen the understanding in the
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