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Structural Determinants of Tolerance :
Urban Background, Migration Experience,

and Heterophily

Yang-chih Fu Chin-chun Yi

Abstract

This study explores three structural determinants of tolerance to-
wards deviants : urban experience, migration status, and heterophily
(or heterogeneous ties). These three characteristics are often attributed
to modern democratic societies, where heterogeneous components are
essential and every citizen is entitled to certain civil liberties. First,
urban experience exposes residents to various lifestyles, which serve as
divergent stimulus and consequently foster tolerant attitudes towards
deviants. Second, by migration people move away from their familiar
environment, thus having more contact with strangers. Such a circum-
stance is likely to lead to culture shock and to provide migrants with
more heterogeneous perspectives. Third, heterophily in personal ties
implies direct contact with various subcultures, which may help evaluat-
ing issues by taking other’s viewpoints into account. This tendency also

fosters more tolerant attitudes toward deviants.

This paper intends to examine these hypotheses with data collected

in February 1993 in “The Taiwan General Survey of Social Attitudes 7.
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The dependent variable, tolerance, is measured by whether the respon-
dent agrees to grant civil liberties to political and sexual deviants. The
respondents first choose a political deviant group and a sexual deviant
group they dislike the most. Then, using that group as a target, they are
asked whether they approve the deviants to make public speech, to teach
in a college, or to publish a book. Since the answers are categorized into
“yes”, “no”, and “don’t know”, these items are analyzed with multi-
nomial logistic regression. The findings support both the first and the
third hypotheses, but not the second. It is shown that urban experience
directly affects tolerance through current residence. In addition, the ur-
ban effect indicated by the growing-up ekperience may operate through
the socialization in the early childhood. Heterophily also reveals signifi-
cant influence on tolerance, though this network effect remains moderate
compared to the urban background. However, migration status fails to
render significant effects on tolerance, which casts serious doubt about
the culture shock thesis among rural-urban migrants. Finally, the pa-
per raises questions concerning conceptual and measurement issues of
tolerance, particularly in a cultural context that differs markedly from

Western industrialized nations.





