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The Factors Affecting Emotional

or Financial Support Ties

Ray-may Hsung

Abstract

This paper examines the factors affecting 1228 intimate ties of emo-
tional and financial support studied in a nationwide Taiwanese survey. It
found that the characteristics of support providers and the maintenance
mechanism of relationships are more important than the characteristics
of those demanding the support in explaining the probability of forming
emotional or financial support ties. Sex and education represent differ-
ential positional resources. Men tend to provide more financial support,
and women tend to provide more emotional support. Highly educated
people tend to provide more emotional support, and less educated peo-
ple tend to provide more financial support. The content of relationships,
the strength of ties, and the similarity of characteristics are components
of maintenance mechanism of relationships. The most important in Tai-
wan is the content of relationships: kin tend to provide more financial
support and nonkin tend to provide more emotional support. The finan-
cial support ties of kin are much stronger than Wellamn and Wortley
found (1989, 1990). Parents-children, brothers-sisters, and other kin all
significantly provide more financial support ties than emotional support

ties.





