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 Assortative Mating in Taiwan

Shu-ling Tsai

Abstract

“Like marries like” is a long standing hypothesis in sociological in-
quiries into mate selection. In practice, the prevalence of homogamy with
respect to a variety of social attributes, such as race, ethnicity, religion,
and socioeconomic achievements, has been observed in several countries.
This paper explores trends and patterns of assortative mating in post-
war Taiwan, with particular attention paid to the tendency toward sta-
tus homogamy. Marriage choice is a multidimensional phenomenon. A
distinction is made between ascriptive- and achievement-oriented char-
acteristics in marriage selection. Ascriptive status homogamy is mea-
sured by the similarity of spouses with respect to their social origins,
such as ethnicity and father’s class position. The achieved dimension of
status homogamy is evaluated by the similarity of spouses’educational
attainments. All of these aspects of status homogamy are empirically
examined by applying log-multivariate models to cohort data on inter-
marriage collected from recent islandwide social surveys. The empirical
results indicate a significant téndency for pepole in Taiwan to marry ho-

~mogamously. Besides, assortative mating patterns has remained stable
regardless of class background or educational attainment. On the other

hand, ethnic endogamy has decreased across cohorts examined.





