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Civil-Military Relations in

the Spring and Autumn Period

Hsiao-shih Cheng

Abstract

This paper adopts the approach of socio-political change to investigate
some salient traits of civil-military relations in the Spring and Autumn period
(770481 B.C.). The most significant trend is the downward transference of
politico-military authority from the Son of Heaven to the King of feudal states
and then to the king’s ministers. This trend, as this paper points out, is a
natural result of Chou’s feudalistic state system. In this socio-political system,
civil-military affairs and personnel are integrated. It is in the late period of
the Spring and Autumn (i.e., around 575-481 B.C.) that civil-military affairs
and personnel began to differentiate. This paper also identifies five factors
contributing to the rise of military professionals and strategists and compares
three famous generals and the socio-political backgrounds in which they are

situated.





