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Working Wives and Earnings Distributions:

The Case of Taiwan

Jong-rong Chiou

Abstract

Inequality in earnings and income are distinct but related concepts.
While most researchers have concentrated their work on Taiwan’s income
distribution, few have considered the issue of the earnings distribution.
This study focuses on earnings distributions. In addition, the marginal
impact of working wives on earnings, as well as income distributions, are

considered.

Inequality in Taiwan earnings distribution has significantly changes
over the period covering 1976 to 1992, but no significant increase in
inequality has been found with respect to year to year comparisons.
This finding suggests that Taiwan earnings distributions are changing
gradually. On the other hand, efficiency has significantly increased for
the whole period. Welfare changes either improved or are ambiguous
depending on the welfare criterion that is applied or the length of time

period considered.

The actual influence of working wives on the distribution of earnings
is an empirical question. The empirical results show that the marginal
impact of working wives are different: while working wives induce greater

earnings inequality over the whole period of study, less income inequal-
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ity is found during the early part of the sample period, with greater
inequality being found in the latter part.





