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Naval Lumberjacks and Tree-felling Activities

in Taiwan under the Qing, 1683-1875

Kuo-tung Ch’en

Abstract

As early as the Qing started its rule over Taiwan, a ban prohibit-
ing Han Chinese subjects from going into forest-covered mountains was
declared. However, it had not been strictly enforced until the rebel-
lion of Zhu Yigui was suppressed in 1721. Soon after the rebellion, a
“Jungong jiangsho” (heads of naval lumberjacks) system was laid out
in 1725, and a demarcation line between Han Chinese immigrants and
the native aborigines was gradually drawn up. By way of these devices,
the ban on entering into mountainous areas was made possible. Only
the Jungong jiangsho and his employees were allowed to approach to the
mountains for timbers. They were also hivested with the monopoly of
forest produces and products. The ban and the monopoly were revoked

in 1875.

Bewteen 1725 and 1875, thirteen or more tree-felling sites were de-
veloped, which spread throughout the western part of the island, as
well as included Gamalan on the northeast coast. However, the scale of
deforestation was rather limited, on account that the demand from the
authorities was not large. In the meantime, civil demand on timbers and

woodworks of higher quality were met by imports from the mainland.
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Consequently, during the major part of the Qing, forest resources of Tai-
wan were under-exploited, and local people’s knowledge about them was

not likely to be profound.



