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Voter’s Political Cognition and Voting Behavior

Huoyan Shyu

Abstract

This essay adopts the concepts of “partisan schema” and “level of
political sophistication” to explore how voters process voting cues in
elections. Along with the emerging of opposition parties in Taiwan’s de-
mocratization process, not only have elections become more competitive
among parties but voters have also been imbued with more partisanship
since the 1980s. There has been a weak partisanship in Taiwan, a Con-
fucian society with one-party dominant system. Nevertheless Taiwanese
voters have increasingly processed voting cues and cast their votes by
their party preferences in post-authoritarian elections. Based on analyz-
ing a survey data of the Second Legislative Yuan election, it is found first
that sex and education are predictor variables of voters’ use of partisan
schema and their levels of political sophistication. Secondly, both the use
of partisan schema and the level of sophistication are found correlated
with the strength of party preference and support, and they are also the
two most significant factors in shaping of individuals’ voting-orientations
and partisan vote-choices. Findings on voters’ use of partisan schema
and the level of sophistication would shed light on our understanding of
Taiwanese voters’ shortcut or heuristics in political reasoning and vote-

choice making.





