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Building the House on the Rock:
On the Compatibility of Health Care Systems

with Their Societies

Michael S. Chen

Abstract

The National Health Insurance Act, during its legislative process,
caused outcries from virtually all corners of Taiwan. This article argues
that the tumult was rooted in the anachronistic nature of the Act: the
legislation’s philosophy fell in the norm of Confucian society featuring
the Martial Law, while Taiwan has moved far away from that.

Drawing on a framework developed by Streeck and Schmitter, this
article analyzes how a health care system adapts itself into societies
whose orders are predominantly modeled after norms of community, mar-
ket, state or autonomous associations, respectively. In particular, this
article recounts the mechanisms through which a health care system fits
into societies based on pluralism, corporatism or dualism.

Having reviewed the predicament of the current health care system
in Taiwan’s post-Confucian society, this article assesses whether any of
the paradigms based on community, market or associations is capable of

providing a stable health care/insurance system.
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The main thesis arrived at is that a health care system must be
compatible with the rest of society. Many elements in Taiwan society,
however, have fundamentally parted with the traditional wisdom while
Taiwan is experiencing historic changes; search of a paradigm for the new

societal order is a necessary condition for a stable health care system.





