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“Privatization of Social Welfare” and Its

Implication for the Social Welfare Policy of Taiwan

Ching-hsia Cheng Chao-hsien Lu  Duu-chiang Wang

Abstract

Recently, people in Taiwan require the government to respond to
social welfare demands, and there are some advocates proposing privati-
zation of social welfare. But privatization is no panacea, and it presents
its own problems. Such an approach demands further investigation in
view of the plight of the western industrial nations in this regard. Their
experiences contribute to our understanding of privatization of social
welfare: both its limitations and its potential. The diverse privatizing
styles resulting from the different combinations of commodity-bringing
into being methods will be explored here. This research will also exam-
ine the past privatizing models, and search for diverse future possibilities.
In addition, this research will explore whether or not the successful coor-
dination of functions between four sectors would lead to successful priva-
tization. In contrast with the transition of government’s role rendered
in the West, Taiwan’s present privatization programs can be categorized
as “the measure to encourage participation of non-government sectors.”
Nonetheless, while trying to carry out the policy, certain issues from the

western experiences should, indeed, be taken into consideration.





