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The Historical Interpretation of Poverty:
Results from Britain and the United States

Shung-Ming Wang

Abstract

Basically, all social welfare practices are designed to provide
fundamental economic security, in spite of the many different strategies to
face poverty. But during the historical development of the welfare state,
there can be found specific contextual meanings to the concept of poverty.
In this paper, we abstract two tendencies from the historical interpretation
of poverty. First, in Britain as well as in the United States, the same
pattern of social relief is from a work-orientation model to a need-
orientation model. Secondly, each case involves different value arguments
in the anti-poverty programs. Incidentally, there are distinct evaluations
about the human right of the poor. This paper offers a historical analysis
of the social structures of poverty. But there are also some limitations to
the explanation of poverty, especially if we choose Britain and the United

States as our historical models.





