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Critique of the Superiority Complex of
Aristotelian Virtue

Herbert Wang

Abstract

This article develops a Critique of Moral Politics which prepares the

way for a Critique and Reconstruction of Political Reason.

The Critique of Moral Politics contends that moral claims should not
influence the political domain. However, the Aristotelian virtue theory
Justifies the influence. This article tries to interpret and criticize the
superiority complex of Aristotelian virtue, including "the man of virtue"
from Nicomachean Ethics, "the citizen of virtue" and "the Greek citizen of
virtue" from Politics, and also "the universe of virtue" from On the

Heaven, Physics, and Metaphysics.

It is contended that moral discourses intrude upon political affairs
only to produce immoral consequences. The basic belief behind the thesis
is that the more we pursue virtues, the more bitter will be the political

outcome for us.





