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Abstract

Hegel's political philosophy is often regarded as a prototype of
contemporary communitarianism. In this paper I contend that ethical
liberalism is a more adequate approach to interpret Hegel's political
theory in view of his effort to synthesize the modern ideas of freedom
and cthical integration. Hegel's political vision is developed out of his
criticisms of the dichotomies of modemity, such as the divided self and
the disparity between private self and citizen. Ethical liberalism
attempts to realize political principles in the constitutional arrangements
of the regime as well as the civic culture of the political community. I
argue that the philosophic project of the Philosophy of Right consists of
two principles -- self-development and concentric institutionalization.
These two principles conceptualize the subjective consciousness and
objective institutions for ethical liberalism. They are also com-
plementary, and constitute a comprehensive vision of sociopolitical life

under modern conditions.
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