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Three Views of Power:
On the Conceptions of "Real Interest" and

"Incommensurability"

Chiu-yeoung Kuo® Jo-ling Deng**

Abstract

Steven Lukes's monograph Power: A Radical View (1974) offers a
critical analysis of pluralist and nondecision theories of power, leading
to a suggested "three-dimensional view" of power. A great deal of ink
has been used debating the so-called "three views of power." Though
the controversy is made particular to the views of power, it is a perfect
example of the way social science is normatively constituted.

The aim of this paper is to explore some of the methodological
problems generated by Lukes's power theory. Our investigation has two
phases. After making some brief, exploratory remarks about the "three
views of power," we try to analyze the problem of "real interest," which
is the most interesting dispute about the underpinnings of the power
theory, and the problem of "incommensurability," which is used to
defend the theses of essential contestability. These investigations will be
done by examining the contrasting accounts advanced by Steven Lukes
and his critics.
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