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Gender Differences in Poverty

Chao-hsien Leu™

Abstract

The purposc of this study is to explore gender differences in
poverty. The analysis is based on data from the 1976-1991 Taiwan
Family Budget and Expenditure Survey. The Foster-Greer-Thorbecke
Index is used to measure the degree of gender differences in poverty and
to break down the total amount of poverty into male and female shares.
The results of our analysis show that: A. over the 1978-1991 period,
female-headed houscholds showed a higher extent of poverty than their
male-headed houschold counterparts; and B. over the 1976-1991
period, the feminization of poverty in Taiwan increased. Based on these
findings and on a review of literature, we find the strategies to achieve a
greater degree of gender equality are to (1) improve female wages in the
labor market; (2) provide better welfare service for women; and (3)

reduce gender discrimination.
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