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The Empirical Study of Married Women’s
Time Allocation in Taiwan

Jin-tan Liu* and Sea-jeou Jiang**

ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the determinants of married women'’s time

allocation patterns in Taiwan. An economic mode! developed by Becker
(1965) and Gronau (1977) is utilized to test alternative hypotheses. The
data for this article are drawn from a sample of 352 households in two
areas of Taiwan. The data focuses on married women between the ages
of 20 and 60. Data on time allocation of women are classified under three
categories—home production, leisure and market production. Sample
selection bias due to endogeneity of female participation in the labor
force is considered in the estimates of time allocation models. The
empirical results suggest that a woman’s time allocation is not fixed
-exclusively by society but is partially influenced by individual- and
household-level economic constrains. An increase in women’s market
wages increases women’s participation in labor market production, a
finding consistent with expectations. In contrast, a husband’s income can
increase a woman’s leisure and keep her away from market-oriented
production.
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