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On Aristotle’s Best Regime

Will K. M. Chuang

National Chengchi University

ABSTRACT

This paper explores Aristotle’s idea of the best regime. It is usually
assumed that polity is the best regime for Aristotle. I will argue that
aristocracy, with an emphasis on common good and civic virtue, is the
only regime which fulfills Aristotle’s expectation of genuine political life.
I also think that Aristotle’s best regime is not a moral utopia, but a
realistic project for political reform.

In this ideal regime, every citizen may not be virtuous, but must be in
pursuit of virtues as “telos”, the final end of human life. Aristotle’s views
of virtuous community are significanthy different than the contemporary
focus on the pursuit of legitimate rights in modern times.

In conclusion, I argue that the significance of civic virtue cannot be
neglected, for it is insufficient to have just rules alone if human beings
are to lead a sound common life.
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good.





