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Semi-Presidentialism-Duverger’s Concept
— A New Political System Model
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ABSTRACT

Presidentialism and parliamentarism are the traditional starting
points in the analysis of systems of government. Maurice Duverger, try-
ing to explain the political structure of the French Fifth Republic, argues
that this dichotomy is not adequate for this purpose. This is why he
developed the concept of “semi-presidential government”, e.g., a presi-
dent elected by universal suffrage, holding considerable powers, and a
prime minister who possesses executive and governmental competences
and can stay in office only if parliament does not show opposition
toward him.

The word “semi-presidentialism” is now widely, but often controver-
sially used. This article aims at (1) the description and explanation of the
concept and (2)its reception by the academic community. Doubts may
cause the acceptance of the concept because semi-presidential constitu-
tional constructions differ in practice: The president may be a mere
figurehead (Austria, Ireland, Iceland); he can be all powerful (France); he
can share his powers with parliament (Weimar Republic, Finland, Por-
tugal). These differences are due to four parameters, namely: actual con-
tent of the constitution; combination of tradition and circumstances;
composition of the parliamentary majority; position of the president in
relation to this majority.

The international academic discussion of the concept is diverse.
While in Germany and Austria it is nearly unknown, controversy pre-
vails in France. In Portugal, Finland, and Italy it is accepted nearly
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