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ABSTRACT

Politicians and academics alike agree that the design of political
institutions is important in shaping policy decisions and the nature of
political competition. This paper focuses on a set of issues that have been
points of intense debate and conflict in the design of constitutions in
newly democratizing countries during the 1980s and 1990s. First is how
the electoral systems for the executive and legislative branches interact
to encourage or discourage partisan support for the president. Whereas
most studies of electoral systems focus on methods of electing legisla-
tures, I direct attention to the electoral formula for presidential elections
and the relative timing of elections for the executive and legislature. I
conclude that plurality elections for the president and concurrent legisla-
tive elections tend to encourage partisan compatibility between the
branches more than majority run-off elections for the president and non-
concurrent legislative elections. The second part of the paper shifts
attention to the constitutional powers over legislation afforded to presi-
dents, regardless of partisan support, and the effects of these powers on
bargaining and compromise between executives and legislatures. I exam-
ine, in turn, decree authority, agenda authority, and veto authority. The
conclusion is that legislative procedures that allow presidents to imple-
ment policy decisions unilaterally generate more conflict between presi-
dents and legislatures than those that encourage debate and negotiation
prior to implementation.
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