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A Study of Shipwrecks between
China and Ryukyu (Okinawa) during
the Chien-lung Period (1736-1795) as shown
in the Historical Records of Treasure and
Sino-Ryukyu Relations’ Archives

Te-lan Chu

Sun Yat-Sen Institute for Social Sciences and Philosophy, Academia Sinica

ABSTRACT

This is a study of 124 cases of shipwrecks occuring in the period between
1736-1795. This study relies mainly on material from the Sino-Ryukyu
Relations’ Archives. It features an analysis of how shipwrecks were
treated during the Ch’ing Dynasty, the Ryukyu Monarchy and the
Satsuma Prefecture. This study is both comparative and experimental.

Key Words: shipwreck, to confer a title, tribute system, the Royal
Court of Ryukyu, the domain of Satsuma, relief,

humanitarianism, a reward



