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The Sino-Japanese Trade and
the Establishment of
Overseas Chinese Community in Japan
During The Late Ming and
Early Ch’ing Period

Shiuh-feng Liu

Sun Yat-Sen Institute for Social Sciences and Philosophy, Academia Sinica
ABSTRACT

After the building of the Ming dynasty, the Ming government took
its ban policy on maritime trade in order to prevent intrusions from the
anti-Ming forces who had occupied islands near China’s coastal areas as
well as the Japanese pirates who invaded Korean Peninsula and China’s
coastal regions. Although the Ming government modified its ban policy
and opened maritime trade only partly in 1567, after the Japanese pirates
had been pacified, the Sino-Japanese trade was still banished. In order to
get big profit, particularly Japan’s silver, smuggling trade with Japan
was very popular. In additional, under the influence of the demand of
China’s silk goods for the Japan's market, Japanese local leaders and
high officials encourged their people to trade with Chinese merchants.
Therefore, even the banishment of the ban policy still existed, trade ships
visited Japan very often and the amount of overseas Chinese in Japan
increased gradually. Those overseas Chinese who residented in Japan
consisted of the kidnapped by the Japanese pirates, smuggling mer-
chants, and the banished and rogues. Because the internal riots occurred
during the late Ming and early Ch’ing era, and the Ch’ing replaced the
Ming as a new dynasty, thus, the Chinese emigranted to Japan for safety.
After the trade between China and Japan was limited to the area of
Nagasaki port since the Japanese government took its National
Seclusion Policy, the overseas Chinese moved to Nagasaki and estab-
lished finally their own community in Japan.

Key Words: Japanese pirates, ban on maritime trade, smuggling
trade, overseas Chinese, National Seclusion (Sakoku),

Chinese interpreters, Nagasaki, Sino-Japanese trade



