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ABSTRACT

Based on a follow-up random sample of 800 households culled from a
pool of more than 2,000 household panel data completed in Chia-yi
County, Taiwan, during the period of 1988-1994, this paper examines the
poverty spells of low-income households. Two groups are targeted for
focused study, namely, single elderly households and single
female-headed households. The results of our analyses indicate that for
single elderly households, the main cause of poverty was the inability to
work due to aging, which was followed by disability, injury, and illness.
In contrast, he predominant cause of poverty in single female-headed
households was the death of the primary household wage earner. In
terms of duration of poverty, we found somewhat disperse patterns due
to the heterogeneity of low-income households. Single female-headed
households show the shortest duration of poverty, while single elderly
households tend to remain in poverty the longer than other groups, and
moreover, have the lowest probability of overcoming poverty. Among
factors that contribute towards falling into and the persistence of
poverty, we found that the number of older children to be the single most
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decisive reason for escaping poverty, while inversely, having a large
number of dependent children represented the main cause of falling into
poverty. The paper also discusses in detail the implications of these
results.
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