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Guess Who Brings Home the Bacon:
The Geographic Distribution of
Taiwan Provincial Grants

Ching-jyuhn Luor
Department of Public Administration,
Tamkang University

ABSTRACT

The present study tests hypotheses of distributive theory by looking
at the distribution of grants among 21 counties and cities from FY1988 to
FY1995, allocated by the Taiwan Provincial Government. Panel models
are employed to analyze the expenditure distribution in the time periods
of the 8" Taiwan Provincial Assembly, the 9% Taiwan Provincial
Assembly, and from FY1988 to FY1995 (combine the 8" and 9* TPA),
respectively.

First of all, the findings show that seniority and electoral
competition of provincial legislators have significantly positive effects
on the distribution of provincial grants during the whole time period we
observe. Second, the party affiliation of provincial legislators has
positive effects in the 8" TPA, while the party affiliation of county in
chief or city mayor has positive effects on the distribution of provincial
grants in the 9" TPA. Third, the committee membership and committee
seniority of provincial legislators in the TPA show insignificant impact
on the distribution of grants. Fourth, for the effects of structural
change, we do find that the change of ruling party in counties or cities
leads to change on the distribution of grants. Moreover, the change of
chairman in Taiwan Provincial Government makes differences on the
amounts of grants that counties and cities receive.

In summary, the distributive politics in Taiwan can be characterized
as party-centered or seniority-centered. It does not follow the pattern of
standing committee-centered like the U.S. does. Further distributive
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studies in Taiwan should aim at exploring the operation of party
structures and seniority in the distributing process of policy benefits.

Key Words: Distributive Policies, Distributive Theory, Congress,
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Government, Grant





