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Sense of Fear and Politics
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ABSTRACT

Politics can be conceived, on the one hand, as an active endeavor to
pursue certain positive ideals, and as a defense mechanism aiming
primarily at the diminution of specific sense of fear, on the other hand.
The different ways political theorists perceive politics always tell some-
thing (usually, meaningful something) about the inner secret of their
fears.

This article tries to examine how different senses of fear affect and
shape political life in general and theoretical reasoning on politics. Sense
of fear is a derivative passion born out of anxiety about losing one’s
desirable state whatever it may be. This passion concretizes the
contradictory nature of politics and is written into the basic format of
political and social conflict. Where there is political society, there
definitely exists this explosive passion. This author concludes that the
only heuristic way to lessen its destructiveness is through practicing
toleration, though toleration itself is limited in effect.
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