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ABSTRACT

In this paper, we review theories of poverty over a 30-year period,
namely, from the 1960s to 1990s. Theories of poverty can be grouped
according to three general approaches and orientations: lack, choice, and
constraint. From these there approaches we develop hypotheses
specifying possible inter-relationships among poverty theories. Our
analyses’ findings indicate that “culture of poverty” remained the
dominant theory during the 1960s to 1990s. Other theories basically either
critique the “culture of poverty” concept or attempt to amend it. While
many different hypotheses concerning poverty exist among the three
main theories, they are nonetheless interrelated. Moreover, all these
theories share a common weakness, namely, they are inadequate in
accounting for poverty dynamics. Our study indicates a strong need to
bring the issue of family back into the discussion on and theorizing of
poverty dynamics.
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