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' Caroline Hui-yu Ts’ai, "Examining Japan at war: Tonarigumi in Java, Taiwan, and Japan
(1940-1945)," 16th Conference of the International Association of Historians of Asia (IAHA),
Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Kota Kinabaru, Sabah, Malaysia, July 28, 2000.
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Satd Shigeru, War, Nationalism and Peasants: Java Under the Japanese Occupation, 1942-1945
(Armonk, New York & London, England: M. E. Sharpe, 1994); “Japanese Occupation, Resistance, and
Collaboration in Asia,” in Loyd E. Lee, ed., World War II in Asia and the Pacific and the War's
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Press, 1998), pp. 121-137.
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. Motivation

The project was started in July 1999. The present program is to request for an
extension of 12 months for the completion of the study and to include one more
researcher specialized in the field of demography, firstly to work on a few yet
untouched points of focus presented in the first proposal, and secondly, to compile all
data, and produce a comprehensive and well framed work as a final result. It follows
the steps of the first year that aims to uncover the contact from both sociology and
history.

1.Sociological approach

Every year, in Malaysia, there are many Chinese who embrace Islam. The
figure varies from year to year, but it may range from a few hundreds to sometimes
more than a thousand. Even though Islam is the official religion, and there exists an
Islamic propaganda movement to some of the local tribes, the Constitution guarantees
freedom of religion to all citizens, and there is no forceful Islamization policy.
Malays are Muslim by constitutional definition. What makes some of the Chinese to
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convert to Islam, their demographic characteristics, the difficulties they face and their
ethnic relationships with the Malays and other Chinese have been subject matter to
the few writings presented within the year 2000.

2.Historical approach

The study this year also looks into the historical role that the Hui Chinese may
have played in having some Chinese in Malaysia wishing to come into Islam. Are
there any decisive changes or turning points occur in the history of
intercommunications in between countries? It focuses on two eminent Chinese
sejouring to Malaysia from China:

(1) During the reign of the Ming Dynasty, when Zheng He (#%{=, who was
Muslim) first set foot on Malayan soil in the early 1400s, did some of his Muslim
retinue stayed and propagated?

(2) In the early 1940s, an official Chinese Muslim delegation led by Hj. Ibrahim
T.Y. Ma (5§ % &) visited several states in Malaysia and was warmly welcomed both
by the Malays and local Chinese. Was this an early start to a certain affinity towards
modern Malaysian Chinese Muslims?

Over the vyears, there has been an obvious change in the demographic
composition, the reasons for conversion, the status enjoyed, and the role played by the
Chinese Muslim in Malaysia. This would be an interesting area to explore in line of
this study, and determine whether there is any other reason than only the
socio-economic development of Malaysia that triggered the change.

The global Islamic resurgence in the past two decades has affected Malay
Muslims in a big way. What reaction does it engender in the Chinese Muslim
community in Malaysia? Are they directed to become more aware of the religion
than the past generation?

As the Malaysian Chinese Muslim encounters more Muslim Chinese from China
mainland and Taiwan, does he perceive himself in a different identity than the
converts from the early Independence years, when they had to quickly assimilate into
the Malay way of life? Or are they starting to shape for themselves a new identity
within the multicultural Malaysian society?

A comparison of the socio-economic status of Muslim Chinese with other
Chinese may be another dimension to explore when discussing the future of the
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Chinese Muslims in Malaysia, and the role they will play in the future, as a bridge
between the Malays and Chinese.

I1. Purpose of the study

As part of a wider research on Overseas Chinese, and specifically Chinese of the
Muslim faith, or Chinese Muslims as an entity,

1. Historical construction of a religious as well as political leader from modern
China to Malaysia;

2. Historical reconstruction of a religious as well as political leader from Ming
China to South China Sea;

3. Scientific discoveries: to find out and clarify facts about Muslim Chinese as
a specific group in Malaysia, identify their demographic characteristics;

4. Fact finding: to find out the process of Islamization among the Chinese in
Malaysia;

5. Problem solving: to assess and hopefully raise some suggestions to assist
the acceptance and integration of Muslim Chinese in the Malaysian society

6. Evaluation of interaction between and among cultures.

I11. Focus and main points of the study

The report of "Chinese Muslims in Malaysia™ will include the following items:
1. Introduction and book reviews

2. The Hui Chinese settlers in Malaysia with two case studies as models and
examples.

3. The proselytizing movements and the role played by the religious
organizations.
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4. The process of Chinese embracing Islam (conversion through marriage,
adoption, government policy or Islamic propaganda movement).

5. The demographic characteristics of the Muslim Chinese in Malaysia (size,
conversion, and distribution)

6. The difficulties faced by the Chinese converts, their ethnic relations with the
Malay Muslims and the other Chinese.

7. Their development throughout the years in line with the socio-economic
progress in the country.

8. The Islamic resurgence movement in Malaysia and its influence on the
Chinese Muslims.

9. Comparison of the socio-economic status of the Muslim Chinese with other
Chinese in Malaysia (education / literacy, occupation / employment / income, health
status and welfare) their significance between & among cultures.

10. The future prospect of the Muslim Chinese in Malaysia (acceptance and
integration, political status and role).

Reports of the above ten items will be written by the four researchers, each of
them taking on the responsibility to write certain items.

IV. Research methodology

This will be a mainly qualitative study with some quantitative parts in the form
of both simple questionnaire survey and in-depth interview as well as some statistics
on the existing sources from those literature on Islam, and registries, records and files
in various Islamic organizations in Malaysia.

Methods used to complete the research will strive to be most comprehensive and
will include:

1. Literary reviews on previous related studies.

2. Collection and study of relevant documents and books from various sources,
such as the National Archives, Islamic Centre, University libraries, private libraries,
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etc...in both Taiwan and Malaysia.

3. Study of records and files from various religious organisations in West and
East Malaysia and that of Muslim Associations in Taiwan and the Mainland China.

4. Simple questionnaire survey to determine how the Malay and Chinese
communities view Chinese Muslims in their midst, and what do they think of their
future role in Malaysia. Formulation and distribution of the questionnaire, and
analysis of the result.

5. Extensive in-depth interviews. A partial list of potential interviewees is as
follows:

(1) Historians:
*Prof. Ding Chung-Miu (residing at Taipei)
*Prof. Khoo Kay Kim  (temporarily residing in Singapore)

*Prof. Naquib-Al-Attas, President of Ishtaq (Post Graduate Institute of Islamic
Studies)

(2) Hui Chinese missionary workers who have worked or are still working with
Malaysian and South-East Asia and Pacific regional ‘dakwah’ organisations:

*Iman Ma Hsiao-Qi (Taipei Grand Mosque)
*Hai Wei-Liang (now residing at Taipei)
*Adam Zhao GuoZzhi (now residing in the U.S.A.)

*Dr. Mohammad Ali Wang ErLi (now residing in Australia, former Deputy
Chairman of REISAP)

*Puan Sri Minuira Sabki Ma Min (Chairman, PERKIM, Women’s wing)

*Datuk Mustapha Ma Chi (President, Malaysian Chinese Muslim Association
(MACMA)) and others Prominent Malaysians who are attached to the same
organisations

*Tan Sri Datuk Taib  (now residing in Malaysia)
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(3) Officials of ‘dakwah’ organisations i.e. PERKIM, REISAP, Islamic Centre,
MACMA (Malaysian Chinese Muslim Association)

A random cross section of Malaysian Chinese converts
A random cross section of non-Muslim Malaysian Chinese
A random cross section of Muslim Malays

6. The demographic characteristics in term of size, composition and
distribution of Chinese Muslims in Malaysia are to be studied retrospectively from the
registries, records and files in the various Islamic organisations.

7. Apart from the historical Hui settlements in Malaysia, the other focal points
of this study are all current and living questions; therefore the justification for the
extensive interviews.

Preliminary data collection has been accomplished to certain degree and part of
its analysis has already been done by the three researchers in the first one and a half
years. Four arﬂcles in English and two in Chinese was draft and one of them has
been published.

The focus of the second term will be placed mainly in Malaysia where Rosey Ma
will first do the local field work and reinforced by Chu Hong-yuan the coordinator,
C.K.Lam (residing in East Malaysia) and Cheng Yueh-li (in Taiwan), the associate
researchers. That means they shall distribute the empirical data collected in the field
of both West and East Malaysia, as well as the qualitative findings from both
Malaysia and Taiwan, among the four, and then the researchers will analyse separately
according to their respective interest of focus. Under the well framed sharing of
workload, it is likely to form a book-like report at the end of the year 2001.

V. Sharing of Workload

Prof. Chu Hong-Yuan

1. Coordinator;

PR AYR ST SRR A CRl 7 o B2 2 38 Pl 1 g k) » (ERSPPHIGERY) -
19:2> X489 F 5 5] » FI219-235 -
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2. Research bibliography on the overseas Chinese in Taiwan: index and
categories of materials in English and Chinese;

3. Resources creation: Some interviews will be carried out in the language of
the interviewees and personal collections will likely to be collected for research.

4. Interpretation of the finding through group discussion and an international
seminar.

5. Organizer of an international seminar on the subject in November 2001.
Rosey Ma

1. Research material in English and Malay;

2. Data collection;

3. Interviews;

4. Formulation and analysis of questionnaire (see appendix);

5. Transcript in English.

Cheng Yueh-Li

1. Research in Taiwan the historical material in Chinese;

2. Interview with Prof. Chu the interviewees who take the position for or
against Muslim in both Malaysia and Taiwan;

3. Bibliographical construction.
Dr. C. K. Lam

1. Research material in English, Chinese and Malay at East Malaysia; with
focus on Kuching

2. Data collection from the archives of Sarawak Museum and libraries;

3. Formulation and analysis of demographic and sociological survey.
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V1. Scholarly Significance

1. Bibliographical construction

The first one and a half years: bibliographical collections will form a preliminary
basis for future research. They will be modified in the following year for future
publication.

2. Data & resources creation and collection

Relevant materials will be systematically created and collected in both Taiwan
and

Malaysia. They can be used as resource material by not only the researchers of
this project but also the future researchers and students of South-east Asia studies.

3. To construct or uncover stories and the inside story of some personnels and
the Malaysian Chinese Islamic society

Chinese Muslims are today one distinct group within the Malaysian society.
However, not many people (outside or even in Malaysia) are aware of their existence
as a group which is not easily categorized under the traditional groupings of ethnicity
or race.

4. Better understanding between Confucianists and Muslims

It is likely to build up a ground to bridge the gap between Confucianism and
Islam. It may not be a false assumption to think that Chinese Muslims in Malaysia
will be in the future an important social and political component in the Malaysian
society.

5. To compare different points of view

This research might be the first comprehensive one on this topic done from at
least two points of view. The first one is Islamic: to introduce in depth the ample
and complicated content of the Malaysian Chinese Muslim. The second one is of
comparative nature: to discuss from the points of Chinese Buddhism, Taoism &
Confucianism if possible.
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2001 & 5~8

AL 2 R e GALAPMEHMTL
3 B
- & B4 i
1 2+ Copenhagen, Denmark
3 y£5 o : (1)Nordic Institute of Asian Studies
(NIAS)
(2)Center for East and Southeast
Asian Studies, Lund University
$ig 2 4= ¢ (1)Nordic Institute of Asian Studies
csp wrishop: (A0 Lo 35 DI 230
Labour Migration an ’
O)generfor o St
Southeast and East Asia P.O.Box 792, 220 07 Lund
Sweden
&+ 234 : (1)Michael.Schoenhals@ace.lu.se
(2) Per.Ronnas@nias.ku.dk
Fa3E HEhl
http://eurasia.nias.ku.dk/gems/info/MigrationC
onf.doc
15 2+ Bangkok, Thailand
3 y£5 o @ Sanskrit Studies Centre
Silpakorn University
¥+ +~ : Dr.Chirapat Prapandvidya
Big 2 4k Sanskrit Studies Centre
Silpakorn University
Sanskrit in Southeast Asia 22 Boromarachachonnani Road
21~22 \The Harmonizing Factor of Talipg Chan, Bangkok 10170
Cultures Thailand
3 1 (662) 8807374 ext. 2801
(662) 2226818
B £ :(662) 2265355
&~ 234 : chirapat@su.ac.th
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e 2+ Chiang Mai, Thailand
¥+~ : Prof. Franz Heidhues
$ig 2 4t ¢ Institute of Agricultural Economics
Participatory Technology and Social Science in the Tropics
6~7 Development and Local and Subtropics
Knowledge for Sustainable University of Hohenheim (490A)
Land Use in Southeast Asia 70593 Stuttgrat, Germany
3 =1 (49) 700 459 3934
L2 E :(49) 700 459 3934
&~ Z3 2 : heidhues@uni-hohenheim.de
15 2+ Seingjoki, Finland
3 y£5 o : Association of Japanese Business
Studies(AJBS)
¥+ ~ : Ville-Pekka Makelainen
Association of Japanese Yig 2 4= ¢ Seinajoki Polytechnic
11-13 Butﬁiness Studies Business School
14" Annual Conference Koulukatu 41, FIN-60100
Seinajoki, Finland
=3 551 (358) 40 830 4179
B E :(358) 201 245 459
& 234 gjbs@seamk.fi
1= 32184k ¢« http://ajbs.seamk fi/
1 2+ : Sydney, Australia
3 y£5 o : Department of Japanese and
Korean Studies, The University of
New South Wales
¥i- 4+ : Louise Walton
¥ 4k The JSAA Conference Committee
Department of Japanese and
Korean Studies
Japanese Studies Association The University of New South
27~30 ofF,)AustraIia Biennial Wales, .UNSW Sydney 2052
Conference 2001 Australia
3 0 (61) 29385 3760
Lo E :(61) 29385 3760
&~ Z5% : L.walton@unsw.edu.au
fo 3L SRk
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/Arts/departs/asia/js
aa/index.html
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Conference (MSC3)

R

~ 8
. e 1o 4EE L
1 2+ San Jose, USA
The 3rd Annual Metting for |2 #& = : Vietnamese-North American
the Vietnamese-North University Professors (VNAUP)
5~6 |American University ¥ 4+ : (1)Prof. Thinh Dinh Ngo
Professors (VNAUP) (2)Prof. Vo Van Toi
Network & = =54 : (1)ngothinh@csus.edu
(2)vanvo@eecs.tufts.edu
15 2+ : Hanoi/Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
3 y£5 o : The Vietnam-USA Society(VUS)
Y4 4 Council on International
Educational Exchange
International Faculty Development
7-17 |Iradiionand Seminars Dept.
Transformation in Vietnam 633 Third Avenue, 20th Floor
New York, NY 10017, USA
& 50 (1) 212 822 2747
&~ =3¢ jfds@ciee.org
G
http://www.ciee.org/ifds/Seminars/Vietnam.htm
i 2+ : Melbourne, Australia
2y iz : Royal Melbourne Institute of
19-13 Secqnd Al_JstraIian National |, PP 1’1ezc|\r/1lql(()lo€|y(RMlT)
Thai Studies Conference LR (DMike Hayes
(2)Peter Jackson
&~ 254 : (1)mike.hayes@rmit.edu.au
(2)peter.jackson@anu.edu.au
15 2+ Padang, Indonesia
2 #£5 7 : Department of Anthropology
2nd International Faculty of Social and Political
Symposium of Journal Sciences, Andalas University
18~21 |Antropologi Indonesia— ¥t#g¥ 4= - PO BOX 166, Padang
Globalization and Local West Sumetera, Indonesia
Culture: A Dialectic towards | & = (62) 751 71266
the New Indonesia =8 £ : (62) 751 36645
&~ Z3% :ntsimp_antro@yahoo.com
te i@yt o http://www.jurnal-ai.net
P A
2 g B A feEE L
Third International 1 241 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
6~8 |Malaysian Studies ¥4+ : MrFoo Ah Hing

: MSC3 Secretariat




(Att: Mr Foo Ah Hing)

Institute of Postgraduate Studies
and Research

University of Malaya

50603 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

3 5+ (603) 79593606
B E :(603) 79567252
&~ =3 : hlfoo@umcsd.um.edu.my
Fa3E HEhl
http://phuakl.tripod.com/pssm/homepage.htm/
15 2+ : Oslo, Norway
3 %5 o : The Nordic Association for
Japanese and Korean Studies
(NAJAKS)
8/30~ The Six'gh Nordic ¥ 4~ : Reiko Abe Auestad
9/1 Symposium for Japanese and Yiig 4 2 Dept. of East European and
Korean Studies Oriental Studies
P.O0.Box 1030, N-0315 Oslo
Norway
@ E : (47) 22854140
&~ =3 : najaks@hotmail.com
) 1 2+ : Copenhagen, Denmark
Governance, Identity and | 5 s e : Nordic Institute of Asian
Contlict: Studies(NIAS)
Assessmg_on 'the Impactof |, s ~ : (1)Michael Jacobsen
8/31~ |Democratisation, o : S
9/1 |Decentralisation and (2)Timo K'V'm{?‘k'
Regional Autonomy on & = =5 : (1)Jacobsen@nias.ku.dk
Stability in post-Suharto (2)timo.kivimaki@nias.ku.dk
Indonesia G A

http://eurasia.nias.ku.dk/workshop2001/
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