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ABSTRACT

The phenomenon of divided government, i.e. the control of the
executive and legislative branches by different political parties, has
become a daily reality in Taiwan’s national and local politics. Yet it
has received relatively little attention from a comparative perspective.
In the literature, researchers tend to disagree with each other concerning
whether divided government leads to policy gridlock, stalemate and
inefficiency. To the sure, the core of these arguments is closely related
to the ways of measuring the concepts of “government performance” and
“leadership efficiency.” This pilot study focuses on Hsinchu County
and Hsinchu City, and Chiayi County and Chiayi City, attempting to shed
some light on this important issue by comparing (1) the reduction
proportions of local government budgets, (2) the proportions of
legislative enactments proposed by the executive, and (30 the public’s
evaluation and levels of satisfaction with their local government’s
performance. The findings indicate that, with respect to the first two
indicators, Hsinchu County (divided government) and Chiayi County
(unified government) indeed are more productive than Hsinchu City
(divided government) and Chiayi City (divided government). Further-
more, the evidence shows that those respondents under divided govern-
ments do not necessarily express more negative views than those under
unified governments, although their party identification also seems to be
an important intervening variable in shaping their opinion. We con-
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clude that divided government is a field worthy of continued research by
Taiwan’s political scientists.
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