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Parenting, Parent-Child Interaction and
Adolescents’ Behaviors:
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Parent and Child Reports
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Academia Sinica Academia Sinica
ABSTRACT

This paper examined the relationships of parenting, parent-child
interaction and adolescents’ behaviors, focusing on the relative impor-
tance of parent and child reports. The study was based on 1,009 pair data
of 7th grade students and their mothers who underwent a stratified
random sampling process in Taipei from winter 1996 to spring 1997. The
variables used in this research included six demographic variables, im-
proper parenting, parent-child support and conflict, relationship satisfac-
tion, distrust, deviant behavior, and academic performance. The results
of our study show (1) that the correlation between mothers’ and
adolescents’ reports was rather slight; (2) that the relative importance of
mother-adolescent reports varied with the variables: while mothers’
reports on improper parenting and parent-child interaction could better
explain the status of parent-child affection, adolescents’ reports on
improper parenting and parent-child interaction could better account for
adolescents’ deviant behaviors; (3) that in general, the communal scores
obtained in parent and child reports could best explain parent-child
relationship, while the inconsistent scores could least explain it; (4) that
the results of path analyses showed that mothers’ improper parenting not
only had a negative influence on parent-child support and affection and
intensified parent-child conflict, but also promoted children’s deviant
behaviors; and (5) that as regards academic performance, the influence of
parent-child support and conflict was articulated in parent-child
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interaction: the more support and the less conflict in such interaction, the
better the adolescents’ academic performance.
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