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Li Ta-chao and the Rise of Marxism in China

Yann-iee Wang
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ABSTRACT

Li Ta-chao was a major architect of the New Culture Movement, a
leader in initiating the Chinese Communist Party, as well as the first
leading Chinese Marxist who introduced Bolshevism to his contempo-
raries in a systematic manner. His turn toward Marxism not only
revealed the reasons why Chinese intellectuals adopted Marxism as the
solution to modern China’s crises but also helped shape the early charac-
ter and later development of Chinese Marxism.

To be more specific, Li Ta-chao adopted Marx’s analysis that capi-
tal from its inception tends toward becoming a world power. Nonethe-
less, Li further observed, capital cannot sustain itself without constantly
creating and engaging new proletarians among non-capitalist countries.
The expansion of capital, in other words, implicates imperialism and the
pillage of the non-capitalist world. Thus, moving beyond Marx’s view
that capital will compel all nations to adopt the capitalist mode of pro-
duction, Li was convinced of the need for the revolutionaries to act on
the contradiction posed by capital’s present imperialist organization. Li,
in this way, put the critique of imperialism into practice. He brought
togher the problematic of capital and of its development through both
re-interpreting the concept of imperialism and weaving together differ-
ent discourses of revolution. He, more than any other May Fourth intel-
lectual, was able to foresee the possibility of struggle against the most
contradictory and weakest link in the chain of capitalist domination.
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