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Straight- and Split-ticket Voting:
Methodological Reflections
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Department of Political Science, National Chung-Cheng University

ABSTRACT

The practice of endorsing candidates of different parties while
marking a ballot, called split-ticket voting, has long attracted the
attention of scholars interested in electoral studies. However, despite
its prominence, the literature of this subject suffers from a lack of
agreement on the appropriate research methodology. This paper first
provides a comprehensive review of how straight- and split-ticket voting
is conceptualized and practised, and then examines various analytical
approaches for individual and aggregated data. We argue that micro-
level surveys and macro-level statistics should be treated as information
observed at different levels of the same studied phenomenon, i.e., vote
choice. The long-term aim is to construct a unified theory for ticket
splitting on both the micro and macro level, that integrates the motives
of individual voters and the voting patterns of the electorate as a whole.
Such a micro-macro model can only be developed, however, if research-
ers think carefully about the underlying mechanism of voting behavior
as well as the data generation process of the levels of information at
hand.
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