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The Pinochet Case and the Development of
International Criminal Law and
International Human Rights Law
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Faculty of Law, University of Hongkong

ABSTRACT

In 1998, Augusto Pinochet, former Head of State of Chile, was
arrested in England where he was receiving medical treatment, because
Spain requested his extradition under the European Convention on
Extradition to Spain to face trial for crimes of human rights violations
committed by him when he was in power in Chile. In March 1999, the
British House of Lords held that some of the crimes with which Pinochet
was charged were extradition crimes, and that Pinochet was not entitled
as a former Head of State to immunity from criminal proceedings
outside his home country. Many scholars in the Western world believe
that this case is a landmark decision in the development of international
criminal law and international human rights law. This article analyses
the background and legal basis for the House of Lords’ decision, explores
its meaning and significance, and reviews the evolution of the relevant
international criminal law and international human rights law.
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