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Abstract

Colonial Taiwan was instrumental in Japan’s success in invading Burma
(1940-42) during World War II. A Japanese spy organization, Minami Kikan,
planned in 1940 to use Taiwan as a base to train the Burmese “Thirty
Comrades”, putting the plan into action the following year. After the War in
the Pacific Ocean broke out, the Kikan deployed the Comrades to guide and
fight alongside Japanese troops in their Burmese homeland. Led by the Kikan,
the Comrades formed the nucleus of the Burmese Independence Army (BIA),
and the Japanese provided them with reinforcements and supplies, asking
them to fight alongside their fellow Burmese against the Allies in Burma.

In the famous Battle of Yenaungyaung in April 1942, the BIA also fought,
wearing Japanese uniforms. While the battle was ultimately a victory for
Japan, the BIA’s participation with great casualties has nevertheless been
neglected in the academic world for a long time, until now.

This study not only explores the role that Taiwan played in the Japanese
training of these Burmese leaders, but also uncovers the lost story of Burmese
participation in this battle in central Burma between troops of Japan (with BIA)
on one side, and the U.K., R.O.C. and U.S.A. on the other.

Key words: World War 11, Taiwan, Myanmar, Burmese Independence Army
(BIA), Minami Kikan, Yenangyaung Battle
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