(AX R EEISET)
E+mgE—# (91/3), pp. 1-31
©HREHFFERE S LA SRR IR SR AT

Political Institutions and Economic Governance:
The Political Economy of Hybrid Presidentialism
in Postauthoritarian Taiwan

Pei-shan Lee
Assistant Professor of Political Science,
National Chung Cheng University

ABSTRACT

My analysis of Taiwan’s hybrid presidentialism offers a different
perspective to regime type debates, in which academic attention has been
concentrated on the impact of this kind of institution on political stabil-
ity, party system configuration, and prospects for democratic consolida-
tion. Instead of focusing on the potential negative consequences of hybrid
presidentialism, I argue that this unique regime type may generate posi-
tive outcomes as far as economic governance, a key issue faced by all
transitional democracies, is concerned. Given the preexisting, Single
Non-transferable Vote (SNTV), which has made the legislative branch
an arena divided and captured by particularistic interests, the hybrid
presidentialism could serve as a countervailing institution that facilitates
command and coordination capability within the executive, sidesteps
problems of decision-making paralysis evident in Japan, and provides
institutional incentives for politicians to address more public-oriented
issues. Crisis management during the Asian financial crisis is invoked to
demonstrate the institutional sources of different policy responses in
Taiwan and Japan.
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