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ABSTRACT

The major issue of the Fifth and Sixth Constitutional Reforms in
Taiwan was the reform of the legislative system especially in respect of
the National Assembly. The Fifth Constitutional Reform in 1999 estab-
lished a system of proportional representation, based on the share of the
popular vote each party received in legislative elections by secret voting,
but at the same time it extended the term lengths of National Assembly
delegates for the reason for regulating election schedules. Under pres-
sure from public opinion, the Legislative Yuan asked the Grand Justices
to invalid are these sections. Eventually, because of procedural errors in
their passage, all the sections of the Fifth Constitutional Amendments
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were declared invalid by the 499* Constitutional Interpretation, made
after the presidential election in 2000 by the Council of Grand Justices.
When the upcoming election of the National Assembly delegates was
going to be held, the National Assembly delegates rapidly conducted the
Sixth Constitutional Reform and established a new quasi-referendum
system for a so-called “mission-based” National Assembly. This solved
the hindrances to Constitutional Reform long posed by the National
Assembly, and transferred more integrated legislative powers and
functions to the Legislative Yuan. The reform of the legislative system
thereafter moved onto the correct path.

Key Words: Constitutional Reform, Constitutional Interpretation,
National Assembly, Proportional Representation





