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The Moral Responsibility for Dependents:
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ABSTRACT

“Welfare dependency” is usually approached from the perspective of
the New Right, using this notion to attack the welfare state regime. In
this article, we try to eschew the traditional approach that explores the
causation of the formation of “welfare dependency” as a phenomenon,
and put the focus on the interpretation and implications of “welfare
dependency” as a concept. We suggest that in constructing the concept of
“welfare dependency”, the intention of the New Right is not only to
accuse the welfare state regime of an “incentive structure” which
attracts people to escape their responsibilities, it also implies an anxiety,
which is closely related with the division between self and others: where
is the boundary of the “moral responsibility” for dependents? In this
sense, the “welfare reform”, which during 1980s and 90s the New Rights
undertook in US. and Britain, may be seen to be a redefinition of the
boundary of the “moral responsibility” for dependents, but we cannot
accept all the presumptions upon which their redefinition is based. Thus,
we will also try to show the limitation of their redefinition, and then
point out an alternative view and possible solutions that should provide a
more comprehensive account of the problem of “welfare dependency”.
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