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ABSTRACT

Begining in the 20 century, the field of political study has gone
through occasional upheavals during which competing ‘isms’ vie for
supremacy. The proponents of any new view must, of course, argue that
their program is superior. Is that just putting new wine in old bottles?
For empirical political study, the issue of post-behavioralism being sub-
stituted for behavioralism has received much attention.

Some historians of political science tell us that behavioralism, which
has its epistemological roots in logical positivism, has ended in a stale-
mate. The death of logical positivism entails the death of behavioralism.
The idea of continuities in empirical political study around a shared
credo has been rejected. According to these writers, we are now in a
post-behavioral age, condemned to sit at separate tables. But they did
not directly come to grips with the question of exactly how the claims of
logical positivism related to behavioralism.

What I propose in this article is a view based on a search of the
literature from Vienna School, Minnesota School, and behavioralism, to
post-behavioralism, demonstrating that there is indeed some continuity
between the four isms.
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